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Cocktails, Dinner, Live and Silent Auction

Sunday, November 23 • 5:30 to 10:00 PM
Marriott Delray Beach

Tickets are $150 per person. Reservations required.

For more information, call the 
Boca Raton Museum of Art 

561.392.2500, ext. 211

Purchase tickets online at 
www.bocamuseum.org/auction

THE BOCA RATON MUSEUM OF ART

ANNUAL AUCTION 2008

Additional support provided by:

501 Plaza Real• Boca Raton, FL• 561.392.2500

BRM 23767 Boca News 2x8_MECH:Layout 2  11/4/08  12:01 P

In our continuing quest 
to find safe, effec-
tive ways to keep and 

improve our pet’s health, 
we’ve investigated many 
different foods and supple-
ments with varying degrees 
of success. As we always 
start with the most natural, 
biologically appropriate 
diet for that particular ani-
mal, we’ve discovered that 
the body actually directs 
our pets to “supplements” 
that their body needs.

We’ve recently begun ex-
tensive use of a new “tool” to 
help us find both causes and 
solutions to many of the prob-
lems pets and their caregivers 
face trying to maintain good 
health. While a good physi-
cal and appropriate blood 
work can give us a general 
view of the visible state of the 
body at that moment in time, 
it’s very limited in what it re-
ally tells us. To get a more 
complete view, we’ve begun 
incorporating mineral and 
toxic metal testing via hair 
analysis. This new “tool” has 
not only given us a multi-di-
mensional view of your pet’s 
health, but has also guided 
us to some natural products 
that are helping them heal 
themselves.

Most health problems in 
our pets, and even ourselves, 
are caused by imbalances and 
build ups of minerals, chem-
icals, and toxins that we are 
exposed to daily. These cause 
every day symptoms such as 
itching, diarrhea, inflamma-
tion, and such, which can 
lead to the development of 
conditions such as allergies, 
diabetes, and cancer. The 
sources of these chemicals 
and toxins can be from pro-
cessed foods and ingredients, 
cleaning products, air fresh-
eners, drugs, medications, 
vaccines, insecticides, and 
supplements. Many of these 
products are used to “help” 
us and our pet. The prob-
lem is, while many of these 
products are deemed safe 
separately, what happens in 
the body when we begin to 
combine dozens, maybe even 
hundreds of these often syn-
thetic compounds with the 
chemicals naturally found in 
the body?

Through hair analysis, 
and the use of blood work, we 
can get a much larger view 
of these chemical reactions 
and their effects on your pets’ 
body. A good example is that 
of the high use of vaccines we 
give our pet. Every dose con-
tains mercury, aluminum, 

and other toxic heavy met-
als that replace good miner-
als like calcium in the body. 
They also carry chemicals 
to stabilize and preserve the 
vaccine. We all know about 
mercury poisoning as we’ve 
been warned about watch-
ing the quantity and type of 
fish we eat. Our testing to 
date reveals that 100% of the 
animals tested show mercury 
levels far above safe levels. 

Normal blood work won’t 
show this until the body is 
damaged as the result of the 
toxicity as liver, kidney, or 
other organ damage. So I 
ask the question, why do we 
question the feeding of sea-
food because of the potential 
of having traces of mercury 
and then inject this toxic ele-
ment directly into their body 
many, many times?

Now think about the hun-
dreds of doses of vaccines, 

heartworm “preventatives”, 
flea treatments, anti-in-
flammatory, antibiotics, and 
inappropriate supplements 
you’ve given your pet.

There is hope! Mother Na-
ture does provide for natural 
cures to these artificial chal-
lenges we’ve created for our 
furry children. We refer to 
them as “Superfoods”! And 
that’s the way we see it!

Bill Piechocki and Diane Sudduth are 
co-owners of Fiesta Pet Deli in Festival 
Flea Market Mall at 2900 W. Sample 
Road, Pompano. Bill Piechocki has a 
degree in animal science and 40 years 
experience in the pet industry including 
working as a pet nutritionist. He has 
raised show dogs and also trained 
dogs. Dr. Diane Sudduth has a DVM as 
well as master’s degree in Parasitology 
and Public Health. She also served as 
a Veterinary Medical Officer for the 
FDA and USDA for 10 years. Currently 
she consults for the pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology and medical device 
industries. You can contact them at: 
954-971-2500, petdeli@BioVanceAH.

  fiesta pets 

As We See It… Superfoods!

By Dale M. King
CITY EDITOR 

A conference of business and economic 
development people from the pri-
vate and public sector sat down this 

week with the intent of – once and for all 
– nailing down a process of providing af-
fordable housing to working class people.

“It was a good, healthy discussion,” said 
Mike Jones, president and CEO of the Eco-
nomic Council of Palm Beach County Inc. 
“There was more consensus on issues, un-
like many meetings I have attended before.”

The group, meeting at the Broward Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, faced a double 
whammy of coming up with affordable 
housing procedures in a severely depressed 
market.  Jones, however, said that even with 
prices at long-time lows, there are people 
who still can’t afford them.

One solution the group agreed on was for 
the state to allocate all dock stamp money 
– cash paid at the time of land transfers – to 
cover the cost of housing issues.
Government Buys

Jones said the group felt government 
should buy up vacated properties and make 
them available to those seeking less-expen-
sive homes “rather than let them sit in fore-
closure.”

The conference was called to take a re-
gional look at solutions. But some were there 
for the local perspective.  City staff from Boca 
Raton attended, and one of the panelists was 
Delray Beach Community Redevelopment 
Agency Executive Director Diane Colonna.

Jones admitted little time was spent on lo-
cal issues.

Boca Raton City Councilman M.J. “Mike” 
Arts, a proponent of affordable housing as 
a council member and during his term as 
president of the Greater Boca Raton Cham-
ber of Commerce, said Boca is trying to get 
a handle on its own workforce-housing di-
lemma.

As to the conference, he said, Boca “would 
be more apt to attend and look for input.” He 
plans to meet with staff members who went.

He acknowledged the troubles Boca has 
had formulating an affordable housing or-
dinance. And even the one that was finally 
approved needs work.
More Land

Arts did acknowledge that Boca hasn’t 

dropped the ball.  It’s easier for counties to 
deal with the issue, he said, because they 
have more land.  Boca is nearly built out.

Also, Boca’s emphasis on public transpor-
tation means people can live outside the city 
and take the train to connecting buses and, 
soon, shuttles that will serve the business 
and educational communities.

Boca has been in no hurry to get its work-
force ordinance in order. And Arts noted that 
the state has sent it back with a directive to 
“put some meat on those bones,” meaning 
the document needs substance.

Jones said the conference disagreed on 
whether to let the market solve the problem.  
Some people said dropping prices will bring 
many homes into the affordable range.  Oth-
ers said market pressure doesn’t matter to 
those who are in the low- and very low-in-
come brackets.

Former Boca Raton Mayor Steven Abrams 
also put a lot of stock in market pressure, so 
he vehemently disagreed with the city’s ordi-
nance. He said the city should create a land 
trust to help people buy homes from existing 
stock. 

“Some people feel as though the market 
will take care of the needs,” Jones said.  “We 
have gone from hyperinflated prices to real 
bargain houses.”

The conference, Jones said, feels it’s time 
to “stop and use the money to assemble 
properties and make them available to sup-
ply the needs of the working class.”

Attending the conference were officials 
from the South Florida Regional Business 
Alliance, Greater Miami Chamber of Com-
merce, Economic Council of Palm Beach 
County, Housing Leadership Council of 
Palm Beach County, Broward Workshop, 
Broward Housing Partnership, South Florida 
Regional Planning Council, ULI Southeast 
Florida/Caribbean, FIU Metropolitan Center 
and Florida Atlantic University Center for 
Environmental and Urban Solutions.

By John Johnston
Managing Editor

A missing-the-forest-for-the-trees point 
in the much talked about workforce 
housing issue is that Palm Beach 

County has a larger problem: the availability 
-- or lack -- of land well suited for light in-
dustrial and high technology manufacturing.

That kind of land was greatly diminished dur-
ing the last residential housing boom. 

In fact, and according to a study released in 
March of this year, only five percent of Palm 
Beach County’s non-agricultural land is in in-
dustrial uses, and that percentage is expected to 
decrease according to future land use plans.  

In a study titled “Local Government Industrial 
Land Strategy for Palm Beach County”, the Inter-
governmental Coordination Program (IPARC) 
says that, and despite slower growth and reduced 
land use in the short-term, “Palm Beach County 
faces a long-term struggle to provide adequate 
land for quality employment.”

Forget about workforce housing for a moment, 
(and the study doesn’t address this in the larger 
sense), the bigger problem is insufficient land to 
sustain an economy that will employ those who 
would then need the much talked about work-
force housing in the first place.

In short, using land for nothing but expensive 
residential housing means that virtually everyone 
who comes to South Florida in the next 20 years 
will have to be independently wealthy, and then 
import virtually most goods and services - be-
cause there won’t be a viable economy to sustain 
a goods and service supply locally.
Intersecting Uses

The study was prepared by Industrial land use 
planning expert Ernest Swiger of Swiger Consult-
ing Inc. and CHPlanning Ltd. Philadelphia. The 
study says:  

“Palm Beach County’s unique geography, 
demographics and economy have created long-
term, structural challenges that intersect with 
land use: including the availability of affordable 
housing, water, transportation and quality jobs.  
But even though the land uses that generate the 
highest return on investment are typically the 
ones that prevail in any given real estate cycle, 
public officials can employ tools that will help 
ensure a balance of these uses into the future.”

And in typically academic understatement, the 
study says that land well suited for light industrial 
and high technology use “should be actively pre-
served by local governments.”

The report says the “industrial businesses of 

the future are high-tech, non-polluting, research 
and development or manufacturing in nature: 
and are needed to provide a foundation for sev-
eral of the County’s targeted industry clusters 
including Bioscience, Aeronautics, High-technol-
ogy and other knowledge-based industries.  These 
targeted industries not only provide higher salary 
jobs and generate good tax revenue, they are rev-
enue generating for local governments as they 
generally require fewer community services than 
other land use types.” 
Mizner Case

In the short-term, the use of what land re-
mains was recently tested in the Palm Beach 
County court system where use of the last vestige 
of conveniently usable land was at least at the 
circuit court level decided -- the Mizner Trail Golf 
Club lawsuit against Palm Beach County - the 
bellwether case that numerous other golf course 
owners and communities with golf courses 
watched closely.

Mizner says that county denial of its condo 
development plan amounts to a denial of rights; 
the county argued otherwise - and prevailed in 
that argument earlier this year.  Mizner Trail Golf 
Course has of course appealed. 

However, converting golf courses to workforce 
housing, or light industrial use, is essentially all 
that remains to even moderately address the con-
cerns outlined in the land use study noted above.

Unless we use the Agriculture Reserve?  The 
Everglades?

That’s essentially what’s left.
And then there’s the lack of water storage to 

service either upcoming residential or commer-
cial needs.

South Florida is in for a hectic and poten-
tially troubling next 25 years.
Resources

Persons who want to become involved in the 
land use and planning process might want to 
start with a visit to: www.sfrpc.com.

The Economic Development Research Insti-
tute (EDRI), Palm Beach County, The Business 
Development Board of Palm Beach County, the 
City of West Palm Beach and the Palm Beach 
County Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) provided funding for the study.  

The report is available on EDRI’s website at 
www.edri-research.org.  EDRI is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan, public policy research organization 
focused on economic development. For more in-
formation visit www.edri-research.org.
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