
www.bocanews.com • Boca Raton/Delray Beach News - Sunday, September 21, 2008 11A

Last week, we did some-
thing a little different, we 
taped our first radio inter-
view in many years and I was 
drawn to reminiscing our ba-
sics, fundamental goals and 
mission. As the moderator 
asked her list of questions, we 
were drawn back to the same 
questions and answers we 
have been giving since start-
ing this quest, but now with 
an added twist.

Almost three years ago, we 
began this journey to arm 
you, your pets’ caregiver with 
questions, answers, ideas, and 
solutions to the challenges 
we all face with providing for 
our four-legged, furry family 
members. It’s amazing af-
ter speaking personally with 
thousands of you, having 
countless conversations with 
and training sessions with 
your veterinarians, there is 
still so much to do.

A major question raised 
was concerning the role that 
commercial, prepared pet 
foods play in what is now 
considered “normal” pet 
food allergies. Why does my 
vet tell me to “feed this spe-
cific diet when, first, my pet 
will not eat it, and then, the 
symptoms come back after 
six months?” At that mo-
ment, I could only describe 
how the food industry re-
ally works, how many use 
the waste from human food 
production to make pet foods 
and then generate great prof-
its by selling us “garbage”. 
Again, our interviewer asked 
why we do what we do, why 
use USDA graded meats, why 
follow good manufacturing 
practices, and why is it so im-
portant? 

The answer to this question 
really came back to life on 
my email inbox late Friday 
night. After all the evening 
news shows were over, as we 

entered to “we don’t watch 
the news week-ends”, Mars 
Foods, a Division of Master 
Foods, owners of such favor-
ite national brands as Pedi-
gree Pet Foods, NutroMax, 
Royal Canin, and maker of 
other foods like Ol’Roy from 
Walmart announced yet an-
other round of recalls because 
of contaminated pet foods. By 
the way, this is the second in 
the last thirty days. I’m sure 
you did not see this in the 
newspaper or on the evening 
news because this time China 
is not the one at fault, it is 
because of the actions of one 
of our largest multi-national 
food companies.

After over a year of non-
stop recalls, market with-
drawals, and discontinued 
products by the major pet 
food companies, you would 
think that the majority of vet-
erinarians would start look-
ing at the healthy, biologi-
cally natural foods and diets 
that should be given to your 
pets. Instead, most act as a 
business, putting profit first. 
No matter how much they 
seem to care, how “nice and 
compassionate” they seem to 
be with your pet, if they rec-
ommend or insist that you 
feed these products that are 
subject to recall after recall, 
killing thousands of trusting, 
loving, dependent pets, you 
really have to question the 
truth, honesty, and profes-
sionalism of these vets.

Combined, we have some 

sixty years of combined ex-
perience in caring for your 
pet. When I add the staff and 
support staff, that experience 
extends eons beyond. Our 
passion is finding solutions 
to the every day challenges 
you and your pets face, be-
cause, we have faced those 
same challenges.

As we close, the questions 
we received on the radio 
showed us how much is still 
to be done, how confused and 
misled we are by slick mar-
keting and greedy businesses. 
It has shown us how what we 
do is not the solution, but 
the start of a humane jour-
ney. And that, my pet loving 
friends, is how we see it!

Editor’s Note: As with hu-
man medicine, there are 
alternative choices for con-
sumers to make in the care 
of animals.  Education about 
traditional approaches and 
alternatives approaches is the 
responsible course to take in 
that process.

Bill Piechocki and Diane Suddath 
are co-owners of Fiesta Pet Deli in 
Festival Flea Market Mall at 2900 
W. Sample Road, Pompano. Bill 
Piechocki has a degree in animal 
science and 40 years experience in 
the pet industry including working 
as a pet nutritionist. He has raised 
show dogs and also trained dogs. Dr. 
Diane Suddath has a DVM as well as 
master’s degree in Parasitology and 
Public Health. She also served as a 
Veterinary Medical Offi cer for the FDA 
and USDA for 10 years. Currently 
she consults for the pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology and medical device 
industries. You can contact them at: 
954-971-2500, petdeli@BioVanceAH.
com or www.realfood4pets.com

  PET CORNER
As We See It… Reality 
Check... An Update

Shopping for Soldiers gearing 
up for holiday gift giving 
By Dale M. King
CITY EDITOR

South County-based Shopping 
For Soldiers is already gearing up 
to provide gifts and essentials to 
injured soldiers and the families 
of fallen soldiers.

Neal Bellinger, vice president 
in charge of operations, said 
events are planned during the 
next few months to raise money 
to purchase these items.  The 
group’s theme is: “Be of service 
to the ones that served you.”

He said the organization is 
looking for sponsors as well as 
participation by individuals.  

Among upcoming events are:
• Nov. 11, 6 to 9 p.m., a booth 

will be set up at the Mizner Park 
Amphitheater in Boca Raton for 
Veterans Day.

• Nov. 15, FAU Game Day for 
Shopping For Soldiers.org. at 
Lockhart Stadium.

• Nov. 28, 6 to 9 p.m., a booth 
will be at Mizner Park Amphithe-
ater in Boca Raton during the il-

lumination of holiday lights.
Participation in the Holiday 

Gift Giveaway “Wall of Support” 
program will send 4X4 cards 
to VA hospitals that will be ad-
dressed and signed by companies 
and organizations and delivered 
by Dec. 22.

Participation in the Holiday 
Gift Giveaway “Gift Boxes” pro-
gram will collect donations in 
special palletized bins, personal-
ized by individuals, companies 
or students, then delivered to in-
jured soldiers and the families of 
fallen soldiers.

“We hope to have other events 
at local business locations and 
schools starting in October,” 
said Bellinger.  Contributors 
and sponsors will be mentioned 
by signage, verbal recognition 
or media acknowledgement, he 
said.

He thanked participants up 
front for “providing goods and 
services to our injured and fallen 
on a year-round basis so it will 

never be said that we have for-
gotten the men and women who 
have sacrificed their lives and 
limbs so we can be safe here at 
home.”

Shopping for Soldiers was cre-
ated by a radio station in Atlanta 
when a soldier stationed in Iraq 
called the station manager. He 
asked if the station could find 
a way to help send hard-to-find 
items, such as sunscreen and toi-
letries, to soldiers overseas. 

The station offered a call-in 
program to purchase holiday 
gifts, as well as the needed items. 
Close to 6,000 callers responded.

Radio host addresses university women
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Boca Raton branch 
of the American Association 
of University Women held a 
luncheon meeting Sept. 18 
at 11:30 a.m. at Palm Beach 
Community College’s Boca 
Campus, in the Humanities 
Building, Room HT 102.  

Guest speaker was Musarrat 
Nasir, who is commissioned 
by the Presbytery of Tropical 
Florida and has a local radio 
program that serves South 
Asian residents.  She is involved 
in the politics of her native 
country.

Members, prospective mem-

bers, staff and faculty of Palm 

Beach Community College 

were invited.  AAUW members 

who attended had to have a 

minimum of a degree from an 

accredited community college. 

Hospital adds interventional radiologist
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Dr. Douglas F. De Orchis, 
MD, has been appointed to the 
department of radiology at Boca 
Raton Community Hospital.  He 
is a board certified interventional 
radiologist.

He attended Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., and 
completed his internship and 
residency programs at Hartford 
Hospital in Connecticut. He 
went on to complete an inter-
ventional radiology fellowship 
at the University of Maryland, in 
Baltimore.

In addition to being certified 
by the American Board of Radi-
ology, he also has a Certificate of 
Added Qualifications (CAQ) in 

Vascular and Intervention Radi-
ology.

Prior to joining Boca Raton 
Community Hospital, Dr. De 
Orchis was associate professor 
of diagnostic imaging at Brown 
Medical School and on staff at 
Rhode Island Hospital in Provi-
dence.

Dr. De Orchis founded and di-
rected The Joint Commission ac-
credited Miriam Hospital Stroke 
Center, where he provided lead-
ing edge therapies and stroke 
imaging. He was past president 
of the Rhode Island division of 
the American Heart Association. 

“I am excited to be providing 
comprehensive vascular, inter-
ventional and stroke care for 

Boca Raton Community Hospi-
tal, and in assisting in manag-
ing the development of the new 
stroke center,” he said.

(Special to the News)

Dr. Douglas F. De Orchis
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