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Purchase a “Protect Our Reefs” license 
plate today and help fund coral reef 
research, education and conservation.

Visit www.mote.org/4reef  • 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway •  Sarasota, Florida 34236 • (941) 388-4441

For All Your Nursing Care Needs
It’s the Personal Touch that Makes the Difference

Boca
Nursing
Services, Inc.
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Offering Quality Private Duty Nursing Care
and Care Management Services

Available 24 Hours A Day, Including Holidays

Serving Broward, Palm Beach, Martin & St. Lucie Counties

342 East Palmetto Park Road
Suites 1 & 2

Boca Raton, FL 33432
Tel. (561) 347-7566

340 Royal Poinciana Way
Suite 322-B

Palm Beach, FL 33480
Tel. (561) 833-3430

Season’s Greetings and Happy Holidays to 
Our Wonderful Clients and Dedicated Staff

W e last looked at a 
small part of the 
Veterinarians’ pro-

fessional duty in our last ar-
ticle. I feel we must look at 
what their interest is… your 
pet or their bank account.

Has your pet, dog, cat, or 
exotic ever experienced a bout 
of DIARRHEA??? 

Let me take you through 
the usual vet response.  Oh, by 
the way, if you have children, 
you may notice some stark 
differences in the protocol 
and the expense.

If you call your vet because 
your pet has diarrhea, you 
will be told that the situation 
is critical, life threatening 
and that you must go to the 
emergency clinic immedi-
ately. (Did your pediatrician. 
tell you this?) 

Your vet then tells you, after 
you prepay the emergency fee; 
you need a blood test, MRI, 
and X-Rays to determine the 
problem.

First, I know on-going X-
rays are dangerous, adding to 
any problem that may already 
exist. The same is true, but to 
a lesser degree of the MRI.

The most common diag-
nosis is inconclusive but let’s 
prescribe antibiotics (use-
less unless we are fighting a 
biological infection which 
the test does not show), an 
anti-diuretic which keeps the 
toxins inside the body caus-

ing other problems, and fluid 
therapy as we are most likely 
feeding a dehydrating dry pet 
food that actually caused the 
problem.

You may ask at this point, 
“What should I do?” 

What did you do with your 
kids? You put them on a fast-
ing diet, then introduce easy 
to digest foods like eggs, cot-
tage cheese, and maybe use 
Kaopectate.

Cost of the home cure 
equals everyday cost plus a 
bottle of meds to stop “the 
runs”. Cost of your “emer-
gency” run to the vet, equals 
$1500 - $4000. Results…. 
The same!

So why does your vet make 
diarrhea a disease and YOUR 
doctor a symptom? 

I guess we need to start 
asking our vets to explain 
the hows and whys of what 
they do. I had a client just 
this week that asked her vet a 
question about the treatment 
he wanted to follow. His an-
swer was, “are you question-
ing my judgment, since I 
have an advanced degree in 
this discipline.”

Should we ever accept an 
answer that focuses on quali-
fications instead of knowl-
edge?

My education in animals 
included studies in genetics, 
nutrition, pathology, as well 
as the other things animal 

health professionals should 
know. Sadly, vet schools no 
longer include many of these 
studies in their general pro-
grams, leaving our vets with 
missing gaps in their abilities 
to assist us.

Instead of giving us the 
straight answers we need, we 
are subject to the fact that 
“first we pay the rent” then 
we help our clients.

If your vet does not give you 
definitive direction, but says 
”let’s try this”, get a new vet! 
They may seem like they care, 
but if they can’t fix the condi-
tion, then question why!

I have a very general, but 
very direct question for all 
doctors… MD’s, DVM’s, and 
all the others, “if I need a 
treatment (i.e... drug, proce-
dure, etc), I want the one that 
will CURE me, not the one 
that treats symptoms for the 
rest of my life!

And as I see it, I want the 
cure, not the drugs!

Bill Piechocki and Diane Suddath are 
co-owners of Fiesta Pet Deli in Festival 
Flea Market Mall at 2900 W. Sample 
Road, Pompano. Bill Piechocki has a 
degree in animal science and 40 years 
experience in the pet industry including 
working as a pet nutritionist. He has 
raised show dogs and also trained 
dogs. Dr. Diane Suddath has a DVM as 
well as master’s degree in Parasitology 
and Public Health. She also served as 
a Veterinary Medical Officer for the 
FDA and USDA for 10 years. Currently 
she consults for the pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology and medical device 
industries. You can contact them at: 
954-971-2500, petdeli@BioVanceAH.
com or www.realfood4pets.com

 FIESTA PET DELI
As We See It… Veterinarians...Business or 
Profession? The rest of the Story

Student wins 
LIFE scholarship

FROM STAFF REPORTS
 Erin Locey of Boca Raton, 

an eighth grader at Logger’s 
Run Middle School, was 
awarded the 2008 LIFE schol-
arship Dec. 14.  The award of-
fers Erin a monetary prize of 
$10,000 that will be applied 
to her studies of music, acting 
and personal growth.  

Presiding over the awards 
ceremony was Dawn Basham, 
crowned Miss USA in 2007.  
Attending the ceremony were 
Erin’s mother and sister, 
as well as a number of close 
family friends.  

Locey expressed her grati-
tude to Loggers’ Run for mak-
ing this scholarship possible. 
Brian K. Siegel, assistant prin-
cipal, was present to congratu-
late Erin and her family.  

Christina Stathopoulos, 8th 
grade social studies teacher 
and chairperson of the 2008 
Tolerance Committee, and 
Kenneth Ruggiero, Span-
ish 1 teacher and member of 
the committee, were also on 
hand.

More 
jobs for 
disabled
FROM STAFF REPORTS

A new door into the job world 
for people with disabilities has 
opened in Boca Raton. 

The new work opportunities 
arise from the recent partner-
ship of Stand Among Friends, 
a nonprofit that helps people 
with disabilities to live with in-
dependence and success, and 
Call 4 Health, a medical call 
center that specializes in en-
hancing the caller experience 
and improving communica-
tions between healthcare pro-
viders and their customers.

Since January 2008, Stand 
Among Friends, housed at 
Florida Atlantic University in 
Boca Raton, has been offer-
ing an employment program 
aimed primarily at graduating 
FAU students and others with 
disabilities.

Shawn Friedkin, president 
and founder of Stand Among 
Friends, said “people with 
disabilities have far higher 
unemployment rates than the 
rest of the population, even 
though they are fully capable 
and qualified.” 

With a grant from Able 
Trust, the employment pro-
gram has served nearly 200 
individuals and placed more 
than 50 people with disabili-
ties in jobs paying above the 
living wage, Friedkin said.

“We work with organiza-
tions such as Call 4 Health to 
help the HR departments with 
recruitment efforts and con-
nect them with the best can-
didate.”

“This is a perfect fit for us,” 
said Joe Pores, co-founder of 
Call 4 Health. “Since the in-
ception of our company, my 
business philosophy has been 
to provide compassionate cus-
tomer service with an empa-
thetic understanding of patient 
needs. Partnering with Stand 
Among Friends has enabled 
our company to tap into a pool 
of qualified candidates.” 

“Most importantly, it has 
helped us recruit people that 
have an understanding, and 
the initiative, to be sensitive to 
the needs of patients seeking 
healthcare,” he added.

This partnership with Call 
4 Health will put talented in-
dividuals with disabilities on 
a fast track into the workforce 
at Call 4 Health, Friedkin said. 
“We are deeply grateful to Joe 
Pores for his interest in this 
untapped talent pool.

	

Boca Chamber holds 
network meeting at BOVA

The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce held 
its monthly Membership After-Hours Network at 
BOVA Ristorante. GBRCC members made new con-

tacts through networking while sampling hors d’oeuvres. 
The Membership After-Hours Networks (held on the fourth 

Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted) allow attendees 
to maximize investment, business potential, and profitability by 
making connections with other members of the business com-
munity.

The GBRCC’s next Membership After-Hours Network is the 27th 
Annual Holiday Auction Wednesday, Dec. 17 from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at Hilton Deerfield Beach/Boca Raton in Deerfield Beach. 
Tickets are $25 per person (includes two beverages and hors 
d’oeuvres). To provide an auction item, contact Heather Howell 
at hhowell@bocaratonchamber.com or call 561-395-4433 ex-
tension 239.

	 	 	 (Special to the News)

 Irene Trachtenberg (M-D-I Consulting, LLC), left, and Stacey 
Darville (Cohen Plumbing).

Shown from left are Ioana Grigore (First Southern Bank), Eric 
Brown (Aliant Payment Systems, Inc.) and Angela Colicheski 
(ZED 451).

Desirée Porcaro, left, and Rose Mary Cottle (both with NAI 
Merin Hunter Codman).

 Janaina Leite (Panache Classic Party Rentals), left, with 
Mariel Eldridge (Boca By Design).

They’re BAAAAck!
it’s time to tell them you’re still in business 
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