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Distinguished gentle canine looks for loving home

Here’s Winston 

(Pam D’Addio/Special to the News)

Winston wants you to take him home.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Greetings, humans!  This short, dark 

and handsome boy is me, Winston.
I think I’m your man.  I’m a low-to-

the-ground model (a pure bred Basset 
hound), just 2 years old and house-
broken.  

I’m an optimistic, happy, well-be-
haved dog who gets along with most 
other dogs and with children.  I’m 
quite bright and can “sit” if you ask 
me to.  

I walk nicely on a leash.  Like all 
Bassets, I love treats and have a fine 
“singing” voice!  

Won’t you take me home today and 
make my white-tipped tail wag?

I’m available for adoption at Tri-
County Humane Society, a no-kill 
animal shelter located at 21287 Boca 
Rio Road in Boca Raton. The shelter 
is open for adoptions Tuesday through 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Adoption fees for companion ani-
mals are $110 and up. Animals are 
heartworm-tested and up-to-date on 
vaccinations.  Included in the adop-
tion fee is one year of free office visits 
to Regency Veterinary Clinic.

Call (561) 482-8110 or visit  www.
tricountyhumane.org.  

As last we spoke, we talked about 
the celebrities’ pets with all their 
couture clothing, designer bags, 
diamond collars, and crystal 

dishes. We also found that in this hu-
manization of our pets, we have created 
new lists of ailments and challenges that 
the pharmaceutical and processed food 
industries are happy to exploit.

Let’s take a quick look at what it is to 
be a pet. I mean, do we put the true na-
ture of the pet into the equation and see it 
from the pets’ perspective?

Our fluffy little Maltese and our Great 
Dane are direct cousins to the Grey Wolf. 
As such, they have a predisposition to 
very specific traits and behaviors which 
we must accommodate. While it may 
be hard to imagine your Pug as a pack 
member on a hunt for food, that is ex-
actly what they are programmed for. You 
see, you and your family and friends are 
all funny looking pack members, doing 
exactly what the pack does. It’s a simple, 
but diverse social group doing some ex-
act, programmed actions.

Usually you are the pack leader and 
have been trained for this special posi-
tion. All the other pack members look to 
you for direction. You are responsible for 
organizing the basic needs for the pack, 

when and what to eat, shelter or den to 
keep them warm and safe, supervis-
ing their activities, and protecting them 
against danger.

Let’s look now at what WE do. We take 
our puppy to training class to teach both 
them and us our role in the pack. It’s not 
about learning tricks, but developing a 
social order with predictable responses.  
If you watch the walk to the dog park 
you can see the dynamics. The terrier is 
literally pulling his caregiver down the 
street. Who do you think is the leader in 
that pack? Now think of the screaming 
kid in the supermarket, dragging mom 
down the cookie aisle. Sounds a lot alike 
to me.

Then there’s the hunt for dinner! You 
already filled this feisty little carnivores’ 
dish with an unappetizing, nondescript, 
overcooked kibble. But alas, we head off 
on a stalk to the kitchen, the pack care-
fully behind us. We open the refrigerator 
door quickly and grab our prey, that last 
piece of baked chicken. The pack, those 
that followed us, are jumping and bark-
ing in celebration of your “kill” and 
are waiting for their turn at the meal. 
However, we take that natural, prepro-
grammed response as bad behavior and 
act accordingly. As a pack member, your 

puppy doesn’t understand this unnatural 
behavior by you and decides to challenge 
your leadership. A combination of the 
wrong food and our bad behavior make 
for a bad dog?

You can see that simply put, we can 
humanize our pets with the glitz and 
glamour as long as we understand and 
respect that we MUST accommodate their 
natural instincts in the proper perspec-
tive.

As always, giving you a new perspective 
on your pets’ care!

Bill Piechocki and Diane Suddath are co-owners of 
Fiesta Pet Deli in Festival Flea Market Mall at 2900 
W. Sample Road, Pompano. Bill Piechocki has a 
degree in animal science and 40 years experience 
in the pet industry including working as a pet nu-
tritionist. He has raised show dogs and also trained 
dogs. Dr. Diane Suddath has a DVM as well as 
master’s degree in Parasitology and Public Health. 
She also served as a Veterinary Medical Officer 
for the FDA and USDA for 10 years. Currently she 
consults for the pharmaceutical, biotechnology and 
medical device industries. You can contact them at: 
954-971-2500, petdeli@BioVanceAH.com or www.
realfood4pets.com
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